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Since 16 April 1948 the Russians have been holding large~scals 
maneuvers in the southwestern part of Mecklenburg. Strong Rhue- 
sian forees were taken from the areas around Yittenbure, Megenou, 
Iibthen, and Dimitz westward to the Elbe area. From there they 
advanced east to the Hapenowludwigslust railway lino, where they 
net combat forces from Schwerin and Indwigslust in "heavy battle” 
for the Uarenow-Ludwigslust railway line. , 


The battle was continuing on 23 April. All branches were involved, 
but the principal forces were notorized infantry with machine guns, 
mortars, and flame throwers. There were also tanks which had beon 
brought under their ou power from the forest areas near Liibthen to 


the villare of Picher, where they joined the advance toward the east. 


They were all of the "Stalinearmored" type. 


Damaza to the fields has been avoided as far as possible, and there 
ee no demand for troop quarters, since the soldiers sleep 
outdoors, ~ : 


Fiphter planes were used in the maneuvers, but no bonbers or trans~ 
port planes. On 13 Arril parachute troops jumped aout 10 km south 
of Schworin. The rarachute troops came from Pritzwalk. 


On 13 Arril 1948, 300 parachute troops were dropped from planes be~ 
tween the torm of Plate and Banskov (1-65), These tous are south 
of the Schworin-Crivitz railway line. About twenty-five transport 
mlanes flew from sorth to north, Weapons and materiel were also 
dropped by parachute. The road from Schverin to Tudwigslust between 
Haselholz and Ortkrug was closed to all civilian traffic from 0900 
hours to 1400 hours. After landing, the parachute troops formed in- 
to combat units which attacked a fictitious eneny toward the east. 
The Russian parachute troop: are f-: the rest part stationed in the 
Buchholz Forest, all reads to which are closed to civilian traffic. 
The transport planes are at the rritewi airrield in Brandenburg, 
where some parachute units are also presumably stati eo = Ohher 
Sources report that the paraemte units which participated 4a the 


maneuvers came fron the area between Rostock and Varnenlind.. lowever, 
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this ie not likely because only fighter formations are stationed in 
this area, and no bombers or transport planes. 
25X1A 7 
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